Assessment Resources

Useful links on Educational Assessment Reform
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INCA International Review of Curriculum and Assessment Framework Archive.  It contains comparative details of the systems of 18 countries. Questions to be asked by policy makers at different stages of assessment reform (Control, Purpose, Grading Process, Consequences, Use of results, etc.) www.inca.org.uk
International Developments in Upper Secondary Education: Context, provision and issues (This report is published on the INCA website courtesy of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment, NCCA, in Ireland, which sponsored the thematic study.) http://www.inca.org.uk/pdf/cav_final_report.pdf
Practical Assessment, Research and Evaluation (PARE) is an on-line journal published by the edresearch.org and the Department of Measurement, Statistics, and Evaluation at the University of Maryland, College Park. It provides access to relevant articles on assessment, research, evaluation, and teaching practices.PARE articles can target other audiences, including researchers, policy makers, parents, and students.  http://edresearch.org/pare/home.htm
CRESST - The National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student testing 

http://cresst96.cse.ucla.edu/index.htm  The site provides access to educational research about assessment reform in American schools. Contains varied, interesting professional research reports related to educational testing.

World Bank   http://www1.worldbank.org/education/exams/governance/default.asp
Well organized site with plenty of useful information on public examinations (e.g. Administration, Governance, Finance, Purposes, Functions, Standards and test design). Recommended to policy makers, public administrative authorities, examining and monitoring bodies.

ERIC Clearing House on Assessment and Evaluation (ERIC/AE) http://ericae.net/
National information system designed to provide ready access to an extensive body of education related literature in educational and psychological testing. 20 subtopics available. Links to ERIC digests, short literature reviews are available. A separate section on assessment and evaluation resources is available on this page of the site: http://ericae.net/nav-ar.htm
RED – Research and Evaluation Division, UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES).  Useful recent conference papers can be found at RED link of  UCLES. There are links available to other useful UCLES websites.   

http://www.ucles-red.cam.ac.uk/conferencepapers.htm
EPAA - Education Policy Analysis Archive 

http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/search.html
Peer reviewed scholarly journal published at Arizona State University provides access to abstracts or complete articles dealing also with educational reforms, testing and various forms of assessment. Offers experience from different countries.

UNESCO -  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural  Organisation

http://www.unesco.org/education/index.shtml
The site provides access to information on educational policies and strategies, projects for the reform and/or development of education. Links to the latest UNESCO publications as well as UNESCO education newsletter Education Today.
EURYDICE – the information network on Education in Europe  based on collaboration of National Units from 30 European countries and the European Unit. 

http://www.eurydice.org
Offers descriptive and comparative analyses, indicators, surveys on topics on the agenda of policy makers. Site offers links to key data on education, assessment of key competencies or various glossaries, e.g. Glossary 4: Management, monitoring and support staff as well as to news and publications , e.g. 7th title: Evaluation in Education.

EXAMPLE OF ASSESSMENT ARTICLES THAT COULD BE  FOUND FROM THE SITES STATED ABOVE.

Christine De Luca (1994). The impact of assessment systems on curriculum development: international study. UNESCO. http://www.unesco.org/education/pdf/31_45.pdf
Crighton, J. (2002) Assessing what kids learn: Monitoring quality in decentralising systems.

Education Update, UNICEF, Volume 5, Issue 3. The article stresses that student assessment - tests, examinations -are small but powerful part of insuring education quality and  national standards provide  basis for monitoring quality. It is suggested how to build capacity for standard-based system

www.unicef.org/Vol5Issue3_eng.pdf or www.unicef.org/girlseducation/Vol5Issue3_eng.pdf
In this issue the following countries’ experience in assessment reforms can be found in articles:

Curriculum Development in Kosovo, Georgescu,D. (2002)

Tunisia’s Quality Learning Program, Fornara, M.L.(2002)

Williams, P.L,(1999) Trends and Issues in Large Scale Student Assesment Programmes. Education Update, Newsletter of UNICEF published 3 - 4 times annually . In PDF format in English, French and Spanish version at,Volume 2, Issue 1. The article deals with the need of consistency between assessment planning, design and implementation.

www.unicef.org/pdeduc/education/pdf/vol2.1_jan99.pdf
In this issue articles on the following countries’ experience as well as other relevant topics are available:

Educational Assessment in Latin America: Lessons  Learned in Six Countries,  Wolff, L.(1999)

Assessing Learning Achievement: Lessons from South Asia, Irvine, J. (1999)
Mehrens, W.A.(1998) Consequences of Assessment: What is the evidence? The Education Policy Analysis  Archives, Volume 6, Number 13. http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v6n13.html
In the address to the American Educational Research Association in April 1998 Mehrens examines the purpose, dangers and benefits of large scale assessments and presents conclusions on consequences of assessment.

Metais Le, J. (1997) Values and Aims in Curriculum and Assessment. International Review of Curriculum and Assessment Frameworks Project, March. The paper summarizes relevant information from outcomes of seminar organized in 1997.  It stresses importance of context in understanding policy practice, national values and educational aims. www.inca.org.uk/pdf/values_no_intro_97.pdf
Linn, R. L.(1998) Standards-Based Accountability - Ten Suggestions. CRESST POLICY BRIEF 1, www.cse.ucla.edu/products/newsletters/policypaper.pdf
The study provides suggestions for policymakers to improve the validity, credibility and positive impact of standard-based assessment systems, minimizing their negative aspects.   

Patrick, H. (1996) Comparing Public Examination Standards over time. British Educational Research Association Annual Conference, University of Lancaster, September. http://www.ucles-red.cam.ac.uk/conferencepapers/BERA1996HP.pdf
Haag,S. & Smith, M.L. (2002, April 16) The Possibility of Reform: Micropolitics in Higher Education  http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v10n21.html
Note:  Please note that the inclusion of a link to any agency or resource does not constitute an endorsement of its quality or utility by the Education Support Program of the Open Society Institute, Budapest. Whilst every reasonable care was taken to ensure that the list was accurate at the time of publication, the OSI accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions.
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