Meet the Press Fishbowl Exercise for Day 2
 

 

Description of the Situation (KB):
 

 

For our final session of the day, we are going to watch a live TV broadcast of the Minister of Education of Exslavia being interviewed by a TV journalist about the results of the PISA assessment for the country, which were released today.  As you know, PISA is an international assessment, used in many countries throughout the world to assess the competencies of 15 year-olds, using benchmarks that have been developed through wide international consultations amongst measurement specialists.
 

In Exslavia, the results showed the following:
 

there is great variation of performance on the test across the population tested
 

that girls in the country on the whole performed better than boys
 

students do less well in Exslavia on applying knowledge and skills to real life situations
 

The Minister is appearing on one of the major evening talk shows with a leading local journalist personality (who is NOT an experienced education news reporter).  The journalist is trying to learn more about the meaning of the PISA results.
 

 

Some possible questions for journalist to ask (for NR):
 

What do the results say about our young people in Exslavia compared with young people in other countries of Europe?
 

Why did girls do better than boys?
 

People are saying that there is something wrong with the test itself.  It isn't fair and scores our young people incorrectly.  It fails to measure the knowledge of REAL facts? What do you say to that?
 

Why did our country get involved in PISA in the first place?  We have excellent mathemticians here who can measure the learning of our children?
 

Why is there so much variation amongst the population?  Do we have a genetic problem in the country?
 

Don't these results mean that our schools are doing a bad job?
 

What is the Ministry going to do to about these results?
 

For background on PISA, just glance at cover page of www.pisa.oecd.org or download the very clear bochure at www.pisa.oecd.org/Docs/Download/PISA1999BrochureEng.pdf
Prepared by Terrice Bassler, OSEP-SEE.
 

 

