Kosovo teachers end strike after a deal to increase their wages 

AlbaNews, Tue Oct 15,11:53 AM ET

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia - Elementary and secondary school teachers across

Kosovo ended a two-week strike Tuesday after agreement was reached to

temporarily increase their wages. 

     The teachers' union, the main organizer of the strike, called on

nearly 22,000 teachers in Kosovo to return to work after a joint fiscal

committee of U.N. and local officials agreed to earmark 5 million euros

(US$4.92 million) to education and health workers in the province. 

    Although the package was approved, the source for the money was

still being sought, said U.N. spokesman Christian Lindmeier. 

    Teachers in Kosovo earn an average monthly salary of 150 euros

(US$148), one of the lowest wages in the public sector. They demanded

their salaries equal those of other public workers, who earn an average

of 200 euros (US$197) per month. 

    The approved aid package will increase their salaries by 44 euros

(US$43) a month over the next four months. Although the government cited

lack of funding for a longer-term increase, it pledged to seek other

ways to increase teachers' salaries for next year. 

    Local authorities last year took over the responsibility for the

education sector, which earlier was handled by the United Nations (news

- web sites). Some 400,000 students attend elementary and secondary

schools in Kosovo. 

    The Yugoslav province has an underdeveloped economy mainly kept

afloat by international aid. 

    Kosovo, formally part of Yugoslavia, has been administered by the

United Nations and NATO (news - web sites)-led peacekeepers since June

1999, when the alliance bombed Serb-dominated Yugoslav forces to stop

their crackdown on the ethnic Albanian majority in the province.
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