About the Info-Kit for Journalists

Dear Colleagues, 

We are pleased that, in your position as communicators in the Ministries of Education and education NGOs in the region, you will be using The Information Kit for Journalists (Info Kit) that we have created.  

The Info Kit is a set of references and resources on education issues nationally, regionally, and internationally, which can be helpful in you effort to raise the quality of media coverage on education in your countries. By developing a good set of resources to be used by journalists, you can help them to provide more informed, in-depth, and responsible reporting.  

Contents available on the Website (www.osi.hu/esp/resource) for the Info-Kit consist of the following:

Core set of documents:

· About the Info-Kit for Journalists

· Education Glossary, to provide definitions of key education reform and policy terms, as well as regional, European, and international educational efforts and programs.

· References on Ethics
· Sources of Information in South East Europe and Internationally contains links to the major national, regional, and international websites on education and Contact List of the main players in the field of education in the region and in your country. 

This is a core set of documents and links that can be further developed into national versions of Info Kits for reporters in your own country. Here is how:

· Education Glossary:  We have developed the core version in English.  You can further adapt it and translate into your native language.

· Sources of Information in South East Europe and Internationally should be expanded for more national links.

You can also access from the Communicating Education Reform website:

· Selected Electronic Press Clippings and Case Studies on communicating education reform in Central Europe and South-East Europe.

· Dissections of two articles on education
· Information on seminars for communicators and journalists
at www.osi.hu/esp/resource  (click on Preview button to enter the Program, look for Resource Pack on Communicating Education Reform, folder Documents contains Press Clippings, Case Studies and Dissections of two articles on education).
All materials we provided could be similarly expanded and further adapted for the local situation. We recommend that you start customizing the Info-Kit by adding the most important national legislative material on education, reform policy papers, discussion papers, research findings, conference materials, speeches by education specialists, the minister or his deputies, etc. on education reform issues.  You should also start developing a database of most important news coverage, media material such as TV spots, posters, and documentaries.  Press releases by the Ministry and education NGOs should find their place in the Info-Kit as well.

We would strongly recommend that you begin developing Fact Sheets and Backgrounders
 on various topics, issues, policy, and projects in the area of education in your country.  Examples:  

· Fact sheets about the state of education institutions (universities, high schools, elementary schools in the country, number of pupils, number of teachers and employees, geographical distribution, and other facts).

· About financing issues (percentage of GDP that is going to education, comparison with other countries, percentage of state budged going to education, comparison with other social spending in country, international comparisons, part of it going to salaries, investment, etc)

· About curricula issues, reform plans, legislation issues (i.e.fact sheets about the new education law, university act, etc)

Your Info-Kit should be posted on the Internet, on a website site that could become the education portal in your country.  That would be used not only by the journalists, but by the researchers, students, and teachers and communicators both in the government and in the third sector as well.

Besides providing a virtual Info Kit, parts of it could be printed: for example fact sheets and backgrounders could be used to furnish your future press releases.  The beauty of the backgrounders is that they can be recycled and reused again and again, and are a strong base for future work to build on.  Their “shelf life” is much longer then that of a press release.

Reporters and media editors on their side will welcome and highly appreciate the assistance that the Info Kit will offer them.  This could be another example of a win-win situation created by a good quality work of communicators.  We wish you lots of success!

Sincerely,

Open Society Education Programs – South East Europe

Education Support Program

Open Society Institute

February 2003

� For reference about what Fact Sheets and Backgrounders are, see the Tips and Tools provided in this same Resource Pack for Communicating Education Reform.





