Bulgarian Universities Slammed for High Corruption
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A report on Bulgaria's education shows the highest level of corruption can be detected in the universities.

Meanwhile, kindergartens and elementary schools stand at the bottom of corruption rating as surveyed by the Open Society Institute.

Private lessons are the leading phenomenon in secondary education, said Georgi Stoychev, executive director of the NGO, during a press conference presenting the results from the study. 

"Parents do not realize they become corruption victims when they hire private teachers for their children. The millions spent every year on private tuition nurture the "gray" economy," said Stoychev.

The survey shows that corruption practice extends beyond private lessons. Repair works and sponsorship of schools is a common practice when a student wishes to be transferred or admitted to a certain school. Corruption is detectable also in the choice and approval of textbooks and the recruitment of school personnel, the report shows.

A consultant at the Open Society Institute said the decentralization of educational systems would help reduce corruption levels.

Education Minister Daniel Valchev announced that the body of school guardianship is to be launched in ten municipalities. It will have the right to elect school headmasters.

 The conclusion of the research is that unified admission tests, which will be introduced by the end of 2006, will uproot corruption in education. The Open Society Institute lined up the Education Ministry saying that corruption is still a huge issue in Bulgaria, but that education features some of lowest corruption levels.

